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Runner To Speak At Grad 


Stall 

The third Graduation exercises are 
set for this coming Saturday. This is an 
exciting time for all the Graduants since 
they can look forward to the end of their 
studies at Redeemer College (except of 
course for those who are entering the 
seminary year offered here next year.) 
The grads will be going their separate 
ways. Some will complete the education 
program at Calvin College, others will 
enter graduate schools, and there will be 
a group entering the work force (and 
starting to pay off their OSAP loans.) 

The main speaker for 
graduation ceremony will Dr. H. 
Runner, Professor of 
Emeritus of Calvin College. While 
Runner is not well known to _ the 
students of Redeemer College, his spirit 
is built into this place. He has taught 
many of the present faculty, shaping and 
directing their outlook. As_ well, his 
vision of Christian Philosophy, as seen 


the 
Evan 
Philosophy 


in his book The Relation of the Bible To_ 


Learning, is the basis of the College. In 
many ways therefore Runner can be seen 
as the grandfather figure of our college. 
It is a distinct pleasure to have him 
speak at graduation. 

Graduation is a clear sign that the 
academic year has come to an end. 
Students have survived another batch of 
papers and exams. Next year looks as if 
there will be a full crop of new and 
returning students. To those not coming 
back, especially the graduates, the 


Crown wishes the best in whatever you 
do. 


Memebers-at-Large 
Elected 


Staff 

Students once again went to the 
polls to elect their representatives to 
Student Council, this time as 
Members-at-Large. Eight candiates ran~ 
for the four available positions. The 
number of people willing to stand as well 
as the number of people who voted 
illustrated the interest of students in 
their Student Council. 

The results of the election are as 
follows: 

Bert Vanderbeek: 181 (elected) 
Stephen Reitsma: 148 (elected) 
Irene Bom: 83 

Ken DeVries: 49 

Diane Vyn: 137 (elected) 

Sue Vander Spek: 65 

Mark Mantel: 81 

Jean Dieleman: 105 (elected) 

Many people have commented 
about the publication of the = actual 
results. While one can understand the 
concerns, it is part of every democracy to 
publish the results. Student Council has 
admended their constitution to ensure 
that this practice will continue in the 
future. 
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Editorial: Reflections 


As anothor academic year comes to 
a close, and as I write my last editorial, 
| wish to share with you a_ few 
reflections about this year. 

This year was my _ year "off" 
between five years of undergraduate 
study and the next three of seminary. It 
was enjoyable and wierd. | have done 
things I have never done before--getting 
involved where before I would decline 
because of time. I have learned that it 
was worth it. My study habits as well 
as organization skills were completely 
shot this but it made me more open 
and flexible. 

As far as the Crown is concerned | 
am pleased about how things went 
though there are many areas that still 
need work. The Crown has come out 
every two weeks and was an avenue for 
discussion. But it needs more writers, 
pictures, and a new layout. Those 
should be the goals of a future editor. 

Student Council went smoothly 
this year. Having seen Ross Taylor in 
action settling contentious issues, I can 
testify that matters were dealt with 
properly. Student Life and the General 
Office were responsive to the concerns 
raised. 

The College should get top marks 
for the improvement in office--student 
relations, as well as the great decrease 
in tuition. One department that I would 
crititize (yes Kors, you again) is Student 
Life. Having a job_ split between 
Resident Director and Chaplain did not 
work out aS was hoped. As a result, 
Student Life has been inconsistent in its 
dealings with problems. But next year 
this should change with the new 
positions created. 

Next year looks promising with a 
record number of students. Let us build 
with what we have done and learned to 
make next year even better as we go 
the way keeping the vision. J.H.N. 
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Meditation: 
"SPEAK, AND DO NOT 
BE SILENT" 


Dick Kievit 

"My power is made_ perfect in 
weakness," said the Lord, and no one 
understood this better than Paul. Even 
though he was truly a hero of the faith 
who was filled with zeal for the Lord 
and His Gospel, he did not forget that 
he was always fully dependent upon the 
Lord for his strength and encourage- 
ment. 

Being pursuaded that there is no 
other name under heaven by which we 
must be saved except that of Christ, 
Paul did not shrink from his calling to 
bring the Gosepl to the Gentiles, even 
though he had to experience many 


tribulations and oppositions in the 
process. For him--as_ for  us--the 
command of the Lord was: "Speak, and 


do not be silent." 

In Paul we have an example of the 
great things the Lord is able to do 
through one who has learned not to 
boast in himself, but knowing himself 
to be weak, is strong in the power of 
the Lord. Such a person is no longer 
held back by fears when he considers 
his commission. 

If we desire to be obedient to the 
Lord’s command to us and to be His 
mouthpiece in the midst of people who 
are without God and without hope in 
the world, let us like Paul be confident 
in the strength of the Lord. Rather 
than allowing ourselves to be paralyzed 
by fear and intimidation, let us lay 
aside every weight and sin and look 
unto Jesus, who promises to be our 
help, for to us as to Paul His promise 
is, "Speak, and do not be silent, for | 
am with you." Let us go forth, 
therefore, but only in the strength of 
the Lord! 
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YES WHY NOT? less if they do. We are all being 
; challenged by the needs’ of our 


Stream of Consciousness 
by Erick Schuringa 


This will be my last article in the 
Crown. This is a milestone for me 
which is cause for some reflections. In 
my years as a Crown contributor, I’ve 
dealt mostly with hockey--first comical 
alliterations, then variations on Curt’s 
middle initial, and then comments on 
the issues surrounding the team. This 
year I’ve been more _ interested in 
making general comments _ about 
student life. 

I hope next year there will be 
many contributors to fill my place and 
that of the other Crown writers. Being 
a writer requires a commitment and a 
desire to get something across. It 
requires taking a risk by making your 
views public--the risk itself is worth the 
effort. Any time we let others know 
something of heart-felt significance to 
ourselves, we grow. It’s automatic. I'd 
like to challenge anyone with any 
inkling of an urge to write an article or 
letter-to-the-editor to at least try it 
once. Or if the urge isn’t there at all, 
maybe get involved in a different area of 
student life. We all have our fears of 
being rejected, but there are few better 
places to work to overcome such fears 
than the community of Redeemer 
College. Ask anyone who has 
participated in  a_ leadership -— or 
responsibility role--they’ll tell you that 
due appreciation is always _ given. 
Appreciation breeds feelings of 
acceptance which breed confidence--the 
confidence it takes to go one_ step 
farther the next time aé_ challenging 
position is opened. Are we not here to 
develop all areas of life? Nobody will 
make you do anything--but hopefully 
enough people are daring to challenge 
each other--and others are _ accepting 
challenges. "Someone else will do it." 
Yes, they will, but you'll benefit much 


the "involvement". 


community daily--don't let the cynics 
hold you back, their cynicism only 
shows their fear, not their  too- 
goodness to get involved. Once you've 
stepped beyond their cynicism their fear 
is of you too--because you are part of 
But don’t leave them 
behind either, bring them along. The 
cynic closest to you is the one you 
know how to approach to take part. 
We're not only talking Redeemer College 
activities, we’re talking about the work 
of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Take 
heart, he’s the one who'll help you take 
the first step, just ask him, he tells us 
in his Word: "The Lord is my light and 
my salvation--whom shall | fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life--of 
whom shall I be afraid?" (Ps. 27:1). 

Why write this at the end of the 
year? Why not? 

Our lives are continuous despite 
great changes such as the end of a 
college year--and the Lord’s will remains 
constant alongside us. Whether we 
return or go on to new things--let’s 
dothe work of the Kingdom wherever 
the Lord of the Kingdom requires it of 
us, and in what ever way. Say yes to 
God's calling, not maybe. 

The Crown is the Redeemer College 
newspaper designed to be a source of 
information and education, and a voice 
for the students of Redeemer College. 
We invite the students, staff, and 
faculty to read and «ontribute to this 
paper. The opinic:. «“xpressed in this 
paper are not necessarily those of the 
student body, faculty, or adminstration. 


Editor: John H. Noordhof 

Faculty Advisor: Robert Malarkey 

Copy: Bill Fledderus 

Typist: Helena Dryfhout 

VIP's: Dick Kievit, Paul Baker, Erich 
Schringa 
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Book Review: 

THE TROJAN HORSE IN 
OUR MIDST 

| Plantinga, Theodore. (Sri Theo) Public 


Aveenston, Ont: The Edwin Melton’ 


Press, 1988. 1121p. 
Paul Baker 
For many students, especially 
those in PHL 121, there is a certain 
confusion over what Dr. Plantinga 


means with his critique of cultural 
Protestantism. And what is_ this 
Post-Enlightenment Protestantism which 
serves as a corrective? In his newest 
book Plantinga lays out, in a clear and 
concise manner, not only his critique, 
but also his solution to many of the 
problems that he sees plaguing the 
Christian Reformed Church today. 

The main thesis of this book is 
that our lives are lived in a_ society 
characterized by discontinuity and 
disharmony, a_ society which has a 
plurality of discourses which are far too 
numerous to number. As such we as 
Christians must decide which of these 
discourses we will participate in, but 
also we must distinguish between what 
is good in that discourse and what is 
garbage. In other words, we must 
distinguish between the treasure and 
trash just as the people of Israel did 
during their Exodus from Egypt. 

The main critique Plantinga has for 
Cultural Protestantism is that it fails to 
make these distinctions, especially in 
the discourse of science. Not only does 
all of life become redeemed, including 
Marxist posters and nuclear weapons; 
but also the discourse of science, with 
its supposed objectivity, truly defines 
reality for us. In cases of conflict 
between science and the Bible, which 
inevitably arise, we must adopt a new 
understanding of the Bible, one which 
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does not conflict with science. 

In response to this, Plantinga posits 
the position of the Post-Enlightenment 
Protestant who recognizes and accepts 
the plurality of today’s society, but also 
accepts the finitude of our human 
condition. The Bible is recognized as 
the ultimate discourse, not science, but 
with the recognition that the Bible does 
not have something to say about every 
aspect of modern life, for example, 
computer science. Thus we must utilize 
that which is good in each discourse, 
the treasure, but discard the trash. For 
this the Bible is our guide. 

The idea that science is_ the 
ultimate discourse is an idea which is 
infiltrating our Christian school system 
from the secular’ universities, even 
though we guard the front gates with 
great diligence. As the city of Troy was 
infiltrated by a simple wooden horse, so 
Plantinga sees our school infiltrated. 
Our Trojan horse is our professors, 
many who did their graduate and 
work in a_ secular 
university. 

The protection from this Trojan 
horse Plantinga sees not as a wholesale 
retreat and refusal to utilize these 
discourses as the anti-cultural 
Protestants do, for example the Amish, 
but rather they must be approached 
with the same attitude that Israel had 
during the Exodus. _ Let’s utilize the 
treasures but discard the trash, let’s 
position the Bible, the Word of God, 
back in its rightful place as_ the 
supreme guide for life, and _ let's 
recognize our fallability and God's 
supremacy. 


eee me ee we ee ee ee ee ae ee ee ee ewe ee ew ww we wwe 


Thank-you to all those uno 
helped in the CROWN this year. 


